Kinross Charter Township
Planning Commission
Regular Meeting


September 8, 2008						4884 W. Curtis Street

MEMBERS PRESENT				MEMBERS ABSENT
Ed DeWitt							
Brenda Case							
Ron Munro							
Leroy Schell
Leo Wiley
Herman Calkins
Rick Bernhardt

Also present: Richard Oliver, Cynthia Oliver, and Judy Wright

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM by Chair Munro.

#1 Moved: by Case, seconded by Wiley to accept the minutes as presented.
       Motion carried.

#2 Moved: The following items were added to the agenda:  Change of meeting date for 
        October; Arbor Ridge Condo Association roads; Zoning variance; and 
        Planning Commission compliance. 
        It was moved by Wiley, seconded by Calkins that the amended agenda 
        be approved.  Motion carried.
 
Public Comment:  Danette Rose requested a refund of the $150.00 fee that she was charged for a Zoning Board of Appeals variance hearing.  Her request was based on the fact that before the hearing could be held, the Arbor Ridge Condo Association amended their bylaws so that she did not need a variance to build a garage on her second lot.

#3 Moved:  by Case, seconded by Calkins to refund $150.00 to Danette Rose for the 
        zoning variance hearing that was not necessary.  Motion carried.

Sign Ordinance:  Zoning Administrator Oliver asked the Commission to consider adding minimum height requirements to the sign ordinance.  When Hiawatha Behavioral Health contacted her about adding signs to the Urgent Care Clinic’s signs, she realized that to do so might restrict the clear sight line of vehicular traffic.  

Quarry Licenses:  Zoning Administrator Oliver reported on the conditions at the following quarries and recommended the associated actions:
	Chippewa County – There was a pond with cattails with no warning signs; gate
open; there is a new managing engineer.  Moved by Calkins, second by DeWitt, 
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to issue a conditional 60 day license.  Motion carried.

Art Reid – Gate open; slopes non compliant; no berm around top of pit; inadequate signage; need updated site plan.  Moved by Calkins, second by Wiley, to issue a conditional 30 day license.  Motion carried with one no vote.

Great Lakes Excavating (Postma) – Did not apply for a renewal license; no activity; no license being issued.

State of Michigan -  Have leased part of their  facility to Payne & Dolan, however the part that Payne & Dolan are using is in Pickford Township; has posted signs around the perimeter even in our Township; gates locked.  No license needed at this time.

Northern Sand & Gravel -  no lock on gate; not much activity.

Tilson Hill Enterprises -  Excellent example of compliance; all requirements are met or exceeded.  The Commission would like to send a letter of appreciation with license.

Norris Contracting -  Condition has deteriorated since last year.  Moved by Bernhardt, second by Calkins, to issue a 60 day conditional license.  Motion carried.

Thompson – There have been some improvements; much to be done yet; were issued a conditional license last year.  Motion by Bernhardt, second by Calkins, not to issue license until deficiencies from previous years are corrected and facility is up to standard.  Motion carried. 

Annual Report to the Township Board:  Zoning Administrator Oliver informed the Commission that a summary of the Commission’s activities over the past year along with a proposed budget would satisfy the requirement according to the sources that she contacted.

Comprehensive Plan:  Chair Munro is trying to coordinate a meeting with RAB.  Kelly Drake, UPEA, will be contacted to ascertain the status.

Tattoo and Body Piercing Business:  Zoning Administrator Oliver will investigate citizens’ inquiries as to whether this business is licensed and in compliance.

Tractor/trailer parking:  Each member is to review the sample ordinances presented by Case and investigate other issues related to an ordinance to regulate parking within the housing area.
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Wood Smoke:  Each member is to review the ordinance that Rudyard Township recently passed and research any additional information that may be helpful in establishing an ordinance to regulate wood smoke within the Township.

Change of Meeting Date:  Case brought it to the attention of the Commission that a “Meet the Candidates” forum will be held on the second Monday in October, the regular date of the Commission’s meeting.

#4 Moved:  by Bernhardt, second by Schell to change the October Planning 
        Commission meeting to October 27th due to the Meet the Candidates 
        forum being held on October 13th.  Motion carried.

#5 Moved:  by Case, second by Bernhardt to support the Township Board’s 
        intention to have the Chippewa County Road Commission assume the 
        responsibility for the roads within the Arbor Ridge Condo Association.  
        Motion carried.

Zoning Variance:  John Gaines has requested a variance for a handicap ramp to be constructed on his property by a grant by the Veteran’s Administration.  Zoning Administrator Oliver asked the Planning Commission if they would support waiving the fee for the special hearing due to the fact that Mr. Gaines will be the only veteran in the Township that will qualify for the veteran’s exemption from property taxes.

#6 Moved:  by Wiley, second by Case to recommend that the Township Board waive 
        the fee for a special zoning hearing for a variance due to his veteran’s 
        status.  Motion carried. 

Practical Application of Michigan Enabling Act:  Anyone wanting to attend one of the workshops being held in October should let Judy Wright know so that registrations may be made at one time.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Next meeting is October 27, 2008 at 6:30 PM.



_____________________________________________
Leo Wiley, Secretary


Minutes prepared by Judy Wright
