 KINROSS CHARTER TOWNSHIP
 PLANNING COMMISSION
 REGULAR MEETING

July 9, 2007
4484 W. Curtis Street

MEMBERS PRESENT:
ALSO PRESENT:

Wes Jourden, Vice Chair
Cynthia Oliver

Brenda Case, Secretary
Don Bishop

Ed DeWitt
Cathy Noel 
Rick Jones

Vice-Chair Jourden called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

#1 MOVED:
by Brenda Case, supported by Wes Jourden to approve the agenda with additions 
from Cynthia Oliver and Brenda Case. Motion Carried.

#2 MOVED:
by Brenda Case, supported by Wes Jourden to approve the minutes as read of the 
May 14', 2007 meeting. Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

· Don Bishop stated that he was here to learn, and was ready and willing to be put to work pending his being appointed by the Township Supervisor.
· Cathy Noel was again ready to present the County EDC Airport Approach Plan but agreed that it would be best to wait at least until the next meeting so that all members would could be equally informed. She also told us that she had brought her presentation materials to the Township Hall in June but the meeting had been cancelled.

NEW BUSINESS:
Election of Officers: Ed DeWitt nominated Wes Jourden for Chairman. Wes accepted.

Rick Jones nominated Brenda Case for Chairman. Brenda declined. Wes was unopposed. Brenda Case nominated Rick Jones for Vice-Chairman. Rick accepted. No opposition. Rick Jones nominated Brenda Case for Secretary. Brenda accepted. No opposition.

Brenda Case, secretary, cast a unanimous vote for all unopposed candidates. New officers are: Chairman:
Wes Jourden, Vice Chairman - Rick Jones, Secretary - Brenda Case

BY-LAWS SECTION 3.4 QUORUM:

Due to not having a full number of filled positions on the Kinross Planning Commission, Wes Jourden wrote a Proposed New Quorum for our By-Laws. (See Attachment #1) There was a lengthy discussion - Brenda felt that it did not look ethical for 2 or 3 people to conduct Township business and as our By-Laws were based on Ordinance #24 we should encourage the Township Supervisor and Board to fill the vacant positions with the applications they have on file immediately and continue to try to recruit new members. Wes stated the need to expedite the Comprehensive Plan, future possible rezoning, and our other business.
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 #3 MOVED:
by Wes Jourden, supported by Ed DeWitt to change section 3.4 of the By-Laws to 
state “A majority of the currently appointed membership of the planning 
commission not including vacant seats open. Four members shall constitute a 
quorum if a full commission in which all seven seats are filled. If only six seats 
are filled four shall constitute a quorum, if five seats are filled three shall 
constitute a quorum, if four seats are filled three shall constitute a quorum, if only 
three seats are filled two shall constitute a quorum.” Roll Call vote 3 yeah and 1 
no. Motion Carried.
Wes Jourden submitted proposed changes to the Home Occupation Application. Commission members reviewed the changes line by line. Wes will re-write the Proposed New Home Occupation with the recommended changes for review at our next meeting.

Items discussed at length were:

1)
Ensuring only members of the family residing on the premises be allowed to do the 
"work". 2)
Allowing a Home Occupation to be conducted using the dwelling, 
attached garage or unattached enclosed accessory building.

3)
No visible outside storage of business related materials.

4)
Some uses allowed by variances.

5)
Prohibited Uses

6)
Question as to liability re: Inspection of toxic or flammable materials, spray painting 
or spray finishing operations which involve toxic or flammable materials which in the 
judgment of the Fire Chief of the Kinross Charter Township Fire Department poses a 
dangerous risk to the residence, it's occupants, and/or surrounding properties. Home 
Occupations are generally zoned in a Residential area yet for Light Industrial District 
Zones our Ordinance states compliance is needed with applicable state and federal 
regulations.

ZONING ORDINANCE SECTION 2.02 DEFINITIONS:

Wes also wrote a Proposed New Definition of the Home Occupation. This was a lengthy discussion. It is obvious that the trend in society to work from home is not "what is made in the home", but rather is now a service type of industry. Some Service-Type Home Occupations brought up were: Music Lessons, Website design maintenance and repair, Computer repair,
Child care, Counseling, landscape, snow removal, yard mowing, cleaning services out of a home. Crafting ( ceramics, sewing & knitting classes, etc) Tax preparation, business accounting, medical transcription and Sign or Billboard Painting

The Planning Commission agreed to table this matter until our next meeting due to the fact that "service​ type occupations " versus retail sales need to be thoroughly researched and carefully thought out. Having resale or targeted sales related "stores" within a residential area could be problematic.

Recess: 7:39 p.m. - 7:47 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:

Wes passed out empty folders to each person to put their part of whatever section of the Comprehensive Plan they updated in.
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#4 MOVED:
by Wes Jourden, supported by Ed DeWitt to ask the KCT Supervisor to start 

the bid process for consultation to complete the Comprehensive Plan. Motion 
Carried.

RAB:

The RAB wants to meet with the Planning Commission and needs a date.

#5 MOVED:
by Brenda Case to have this meeting with RAB at a special meeting when we 
have at least 2 more members and can give the RAB our total attention and 
time. No support, so motion declared null. No other date suggested.

Zoning Administrator Cynthia Oliver reported that there are Quarries operating without their proper Soil Erosion Permits and that she is trying to work with them but it is possible that Cease and Desist Notices will be issued. Cynthia Oliver also brought in Home Occupation Permits that were up for renewal with the applicable updating. They are: 
Grandma's house (child care) Hart and Home (quilting) Dan's Taxidermy ( taxidermy)

#6 MOVED:
by Brenda Case, supported by Rick Jones to approve Grandma’s House child 
care, Hart and Home quilting and Dan’s Taxidermy Home Occupation renewals. 
Motion Carried.

Cynthia Oliver brought to our attention that a couple is interested in establishing and running a Pet Cemetery in KCT. They would like to know what is required to do this. We all need to do our part in researching this endeavor and it will be put on next month's agenda.

Also interested in locating in KCT is a couple who would like to open a fresh doughnut, coffee and specialty shop and possibly a deli - but require a drive-thru window. Cynthia asked us to help them find suitable property to lease. Suggestions were : Ed's old barbershop on the curve where Indo​China had a kitchen, Building 316 and possibly the old KCF Training Building. Again, everyone needs to be involved in researching this request to give their findings/ report at our next meeting. Cynthia Oliver also encouraged everyone to become pro-educational and even take the Citizen Planner Classes online. The more education the Planning Commission has, the better it can serve the Township.

Brenda Case brought up that due to a member of the Planning Commission has to be on the ZBA that she would take that seat until we get more members then we could hold a vote. Wes Jourden reported that he had spoken with Supervisor Oberle and had told the supervisor that he wanted it.

#7 MOVED:
by Wes Jourden, supported by Brenda Case to purchase a Roberts Rules of 
Order for the Planning Commission. Motion Carried. 
Brenda will contact Sheila to have her order one for us via the vendor the Township uses.
Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. to meet again on Monday, August 13th, at 6:30 p.m.

Brenda Case, Secretary

